Ike BH Response Team Meeting
October 6, 2008

18 participants

Correction for website:  www.darc.hctx.net
Needs & Resources:

· Caregivers & Responders need support/training
· Spring Branch (reported by Roy Wooten) (see attached)
· Psychiatrists at Red Cross Shelters (reported by S. Bava)

Ron Cookston, Gateway to Care responded that psychiatrists are overwhelmed in their offices; Mark Sloane or County/City (Dr. Perse) could activate the Med Reserves if asked… highly improbable that psychiatrists will respond

Don Higgenbottom responded that MHMRA PES can help with transportation for emergency medication.  
Cathy offered to contact UT- Houston- Pedro Ruiz to see if 2nd year residents can help with psychiatry needs
· Red Cross is offering training, now at their office

· United Way is conducting a needs assessment for immediate needs only

· Tracy Patterson (MHA) has spoken to 27 reporters who are interested but not ready to start reporting on BH needs, yet.  

· Sue Levin reported an information plan that was discussed for the media team to synthesize a message about “what is normal” to be distributed through a number of elists, including the mayor’s Citizennet, also to be posted on county website.  A brief version (2 paragraphs) will be developed for churches/temples to insert into newsletters.  Another version will be created for employers.  Other populations mentioned include colleges, schools, responders.

· Saliha Bava reported out on a meeting regarding the City’s plan to organize BH: 1) city is assessing and will announce their plan this week; 2) city is asking what are you able/willing to do as an organization on a volunteer basis; 3) are we able to organize in regions to help organize- maybe to connect with multi-service center? Super-neighborhoods could be avenue to report out on BH needs.

· Needs assessment: is ongoing and we’ll wait for what is being assessed. If you know of such assessments please bring in the report or contact for the assessment group.
· Our group has received a donation for free conference calling from ReadyTalk.

Long-Term Recovery Coordination??


There are models for Case Mgt & Beh Health (MHMRA, Family Service Ctr)


LTR is the Funding Source


MHMRA Community Flex Funding

How do we insure that people who come in for case mgt get screened for mental health so they can get what they need?
CCP (Crisis Counseling Program) (MHMRA) won’t be staffed till end of October.

Healthy Ideas- case managers are trained to assess for mental health issues and are trained to teach the clients how to do self-care

Korean & Hindi community are calling for case mgt services.
Coordinate & Organize


“Let’s not create too much organization unless we know there is a need”


Many meetings- Elders/Children/LTRT/BH

Moving forward our group has decided to interface BH with other efforts. Thus, each of the following groups that are meeting will be attended by representatives from our team who will report back on BH needs & resources/strategies from these groups as follows:
	Community Meetings/Collaboratives
	Representative
	When
	Where

	Long Term Recovery (LTR)
	Ellen Seaton
	Monday @ 10AM
	United Way

	Children at Risk
	DePelchin Children’s Center
	Wednesday 10 Am-12pm
	

	Care for Elders
	Sue Nash
	
	

	United Way Affiliates
	Deborah Sorensen/Saliha Bava
	Thursday @ 2pm
	United Way

	Coalition for Homeless
	Sue Nash
	Will contact them for more information

	Funding for our Community
	Pat McElliot

Ellen Seaton

Peggy Boice
	Will keep our group advised as they learn of funds for our community & for behavioral health


NEXT meeting
We decided to meet in two weeks on Monday October 20, 2008 at Family Service:
4625 Lillian St., Houston 77007 
You can also join us by a conference call for 
Toll Free Number: 866-740-1260

Access Code: 5268390

Attached: Roy Wooten’s report.
